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While the physics program for the future Higgs factory focuses on measurements of the 125 GeV
Higgs boson, production of new exotic light scalars is still not excluded by the existing experimental
data, provided their coupling to the gauge bosons is sufficiently suppressed. Presented in this
contribution are prospects for discovering an extra scalar boson produced in association with a
Z boson at the ILC running at 250 GeV. Based on a full simulation of the International Large
Detector (ILD), decay-mode independent search for the new scalar is presented, exploiting recoil
of the scalar against a Z boson decaying into a pair of muons. Also presented are results on the
light scalar observation in selected decay channels, where higher sensitivity can be reached with
use of hadronic Z boson decays.
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1. Motivation

In recent years, a general consensus was reached in the particle physics community about
the need for the next-generation large infrastructure to be an electron-positron Higgs factory.
Precision Higgs boson measurements will be carried out at the collision energy of 240–250 GeV,
maximizing the cross section for the Higgs boson production in the so called Higgsstrahlung
process, e+e− → Z H, see Fig. 1 (left). However, existence of additional light scalar particles, with
masses of the order of or below the mass of the 125 GeV state observed at the LHC, is by far not
excluded experimentally and also well motivated theoretically [1, 2]. Higgs factories should be
sensitive to exotic scalar production even for very light scalars and small couplings, thanks to clean
environment, precision and hermeticity of the detectors.

2. ILC and its experiments

The International Linear Collider (ILC) was proposed as a mature option for the future e+e−

Higgs factory. The baseline running scenario assumes starting at a centre-of-mass energy of
250 GeV followed by a 500 GeV stage and 1 TeV considered as the possible upgrade [5]. In the
assumed 22-year running period the ILC is expected to deliver the integrated luminosities of about
2 ab−1 at 250 GeV and 4 ab−1 at 500 GeV, with an additional 200 fb−1 collected at the top-quark pair-
production threshold around 350 GeV. The design includes polarisation for both e− and e+ beams, of
80% and 30%, respectively, which is the unique feature of the ILC. Two detector concepts, ILD and
SiD, have been developed for the ILC [6, 7], both optimised for the Particle Flow reconstruction.

3. Decay mode independent search

Production of the SM Higgs boson in the Higgsstrahlung process can be tagged, independent
of the Higgs decay channel, based on the recoil mass technique, see Fig. 1 (right). Same approach
can be used in the search for new exotic light scalar production in the corresponding scalar-strahlung
process, e+e− → Z S. For best recoil mass reconstruction Z decays to muon pair can be used, which
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Figure 1: Higgs production at the ILC. Left: cross sections for the three major production processes as a
function collision energy [3]. Right: recoil mass spectrum for signal of Higgs boson production and SM
background at 250 GeV ILC, for 𝑍 → 𝜇+𝜇− selection [4].
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Figure 2: Left: the recoil mass distributions after the selection cuts for signal of light scalar production
and SM backgrounds processes for ILC running at 250 GeV. Right: expected 95% C.L. limits on the scalar
production cross section, relative to the SM scalar production cross section at given mass, for ILC running
at 250 GeV and 500 GeV [8, 9].

were exploited in the full simulation studies performed within ILD [8, 9]. Shown in Fig. 2 (left) is
the recoil mass distribution expected for SM background processed at 250 GeV ILC together with
expectations for different signal hypothesis. Expected limits on the scalar production cross section,
relative to the SM scalar production cross section at given mass, are compared with LEP limits
based on the similar approach in Fig. 2 (right). Expected sensitivity of the experiment at the future
e+e− Higgs factory is an order of magnitude better than the existing LEP limit and the mass range
probed can be significantly extended as well.

4. Search for S → 𝜏+𝜏−

As some of the discrepancies from SM predictions observed in LEP and LHC data suggested
possible existence of the new scalar with mass of about 95 GeV and enhanced branching ratio to the
𝜏+𝜏− final state [1], we decided to consider this decay channel as the possible discovery scenario.
Event samples used for the presented study were generated using Whizard [10, 11] version 3.1.2.
Both background (including 125 GeV Higgs boson production assuming nominal couplings) and
light scalar signal production were modeled using the built-in SM_CKMmodel. The ILC beam energy
profile, as simulated with GuineaPig, was taken into account based on Circe2 parametrisation and
hadronisation was simulated with the Pythia 6 [12]. The fast detector simulation framework
Delphes [13] was used to simulate detector response, with built-in cards for parametrisation of the
ILC detector, delphes_card_ILCgen.tcl [14].

Depending on the decays of the two tau leptons, three decay channels can be considered for the
signal events: hadronic (with both taus decaying hadronically), semi-leptonic (with one leptonic
tau decay) and leptonic (with leptonic decays of both taus). As a tight selection, we require each
tau lepton to be identified either as an isolated lepton (and missing 𝑝𝑇 ) or hadronic jet with 𝜏-tag.
However, as the efficiency of tau jet tagging implemented in Delphes is relatively poor (at most
70%), we also consider loose selection of hadronic and semi-leptonic events, when we require
only one identified tau candidate (isolated lepton or 𝜏-tagged jet) and three untagged hadronic
jets, and take the jet with smaller invariant mass as the second tau candidate. To correct for the
neutrino energy, we use the so called collinear approximation [15]. For high energy tau leptons,
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Figure 3: Left: reconstructed invariant mass of the two tau candidates after tight selection for SM background
(black) and signal of 50 GeV scalar production (blue) before (solid) and after (dashed) collinear correction.
Right: example of the BDT response distribution for 50 GeV scalar signal (blue) and SM background (black)
events, for tight semi-leptonic event selection and ILC running with e−L e+R polarisation combination.
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Figure 4: Expected 95% C.L. cross section limits on the light scalar production cross section times di-tau
branching ratio for ILC running at 250 GeV. Left: comparison of combined limits with limits obtained for
different event categories. Right: combined limits compared with limits resulting from decay independent
study.

decay products are highly boosted in the initial lepton direction and one can therefore assume
that the initial tau lepton, escaping neutrino and the observed tau candidate are collinear. With
this assumption neutrino energies, and thus also corrected tau candidate energies, can be found
from the transverse momentum balance. Shown in Fig. 3 (left) are the mass distributions of the
tau candidate pairs in signal and background events, before (solid) and after (dashed) collinear
correction. After the correction, the scalar mass can be reconstructed with about 5 GeV precision,
also for semi-leptonic and leptonic events.

For best event classification, we consider each event category and each beam polarisation com-
bination separately, resulting in 20 independent BDTs trained for event classification, for each scalar
mass considered. Example of BDT response distribution is presented in Fig. 3 (right). Expected
exclusion limits, assuming no deviation from SM predictions are observed, are presented in Fig. 4.
As expected, the semi-leptonic event selection results in the strongest limits, combining high event
statistics (about 47% of decays) with background lower than for the hadronic channel. Including
loose selection categories improves the expected limits by 20-30% for the whole considered mass
range. When comparing to the decay independent limits, we can state that the targeted analysis
results in more than an order of magnitude increase in sensitivity.
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Figure 5: Invariant mass of two jets reconstructed using raw jet energies, corrected jet energies and recoil
method. Left: full simulation results for the 125 GeV Higgs boson production at 500 GeV ILC [16]. Right:
Delphes simulation results for the signal of 50 GeV scalar production at 250 GeV ILC.

5. Search for 𝑆 → 𝑏�̄�

If the structure of new light scalar couplings to SM particles is similar to that of the SM Higgs
boson then the decay to bb̄ is expected to dominate down to the masses of the order of 10 GeV. As
huge hadronic background is expected from pair production of W bosons, leptonic Z boson decays
are explored in this search channel. Again, conservation of transverse momentum can be used
to improve invariant mass reconstruction for the new scalar based on the well measured leptonic
final state and jet angles. This is shown in Fig. 5, where reconstructed di-jet mass distributions
are compared before and after jet energy correction for 125 GeV Higgs boson [16] and new scalar
of 50 GeV. One can clearly see that jet energy correction based on the transverse momentum
conservation significantly improves scalar mass measurement and allows to obtain precision much
better than with uncorrected jet energies or the recoil method.

6. Conclusions

BSM scenarios involving light scalars, with masses accessible e+e− Higgs factories, are still
not excluded by existing data. Sizable production cross sections for new scalars can also coincide
with non-standard decay patterns, so different decay channels should be considered. Strong limits
are already expected from decay independent searches, based on recoil mass reconstruction. More
than an order of magnitude higher search sensitivity is expected for light scalar decays to tau pairs,
if this is a dominant decay channel. Studies of other decay channels are ongoing and the results are
being prepared for the ECFA e+e− Higgs/EW/top factory study report.

Acknowledgments

This work is carried out in the framework of the ILD concept group as a contribution to
the ECFA e+e− Higgs/EW/Top factory study. This work was partially supported by the National
Science Centre, Poland, under the OPUS research project no. 2021/43/B/ST2/01778.

5



P
o
S
(
I
C
H
E
P
2
0
2
4
)
0
8
0

Search for Exotic Scalars at the International Linear Collider Aleksander Filip Żarnecki

References

[1] T. Biekötter, S. Heinemeyer and G. Weiglein, Mounting evidence for a 95 GeV Higgs boson,
JHEP 08 (2022) 201 [2203.13180].

[2] T. Robens, A Short Overview on Low Mass Scalars at Future Lepton Colliders, Universe 8
(2022) 286 [2205.09687].

[3] ILC collaboration, H. Baer et al., eds., The International Linear Collider Technical Design
Report - Volume 2: Physics, 1306.6352.

[4] J. Yan, S. Watanuki, K. Fujii, A. Ishikawa, D. Jeans, J. Strube et al., Measurement of the
Higgs boson mass and 𝑒+𝑒− → 𝑍𝐻 cross section using 𝑍 → 𝜇+𝜇− and 𝑍 → 𝑒+𝑒− at the
ILC, Phys. Rev. D 94 (2016) 113002 [1604.07524].

[5] P. Bambade et al., The International Linear Collider: A Global Project, 1903.01629.

[6] H. Abramowicz et al., The International Linear Collider Technical Design Report -
Volume 4: Detectors, 1306.6329.

[7] H. Abramowicz et al. (ILD Concept Group), International Large Detector: Interim Design
Report, 2003.01116.

[8] International Large Detector Concept Group collaboration, Search for Light Scalars
Produced in Association with a Z boson at the 250 GeV stage of the ILC, PoS ICHEP2018
(2019) 630.

[9] Y. Wang, M. Berggren and J. List, ILD Benchmark: Search for Extra Scalars Produced in
Association with a 𝑍 boson at

√
𝑠 = 500 GeV, 2005.06265.

[10] M. Moretti, T. Ohl and J. Reuter, O’Mega: An Optimizing matrix element generator,
hep-ph/0102195.

[11] W. Kilian, T. Ohl and J. Reuter, WHIZARD: Simulating Multi-Particle Processes at LHC and
ILC, Eur. Phys. J. C71 (2011) 1742 [0708.4233].

[12] T. Sjöstrand, S. Mrenna and P.Z. Skands, PYTHIA 6.4 Physics and Manual, JHEP 05 (2006)
026 [hep-ph/0603175].

[13] J. de Favereau et al., DELPHES 3, A modular framework for fast simulation of a generic
collider experiment, JHEP 02 (2014) 057 [1307.6346].

[14] A.F. Zarnecki. The ILC DELPHES card (IDT-WG3 Software Tutorial),
https://agenda.linearcollider.org/event/9264/, 2021.

[15] S. Kawada, K. Fujii, T. Suehara, T. Takahashi and T. Tanabe, A study of the measurement
precision of the Higgs boson decaying into tau pairs at the ILC, Eur. Phys. J. C 75 (2015)
617 [1509.01885].

[16] Junping Tian, “A new method for measuring the Higgs mass at the ILC.”
ILD-PHYS-PUB-2019-001, 2020.

6

https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP08(2022)201
https://arxiv.org/abs/2203.13180
https://doi.org/10.3390/universe8050286
https://doi.org/10.3390/universe8050286
https://arxiv.org/abs/2205.09687
https://arxiv.org/abs/1306.6352
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.94.113002
https://arxiv.org/abs/1604.07524
https://arxiv.org/abs/1903.01629
https://arxiv.org/abs/1306.6329
https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.01116
https://doi.org/10.22323/1.340.0630
https://doi.org/10.22323/1.340.0630
https://arxiv.org/abs/2005.06265
https://arxiv.org/abs/hep-ph/0102195
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-011-1742-y
https://arxiv.org/abs/0708.4233
https://doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2006/05/026
https://doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2006/05/026
https://arxiv.org/abs/hep-ph/0603175
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2014)057
https://arxiv.org/abs/1307.6346
https://agenda.linearcollider.org/event/9264/
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-015-3854-2
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-015-3854-2
https://arxiv.org/abs/1509.01885

	Motivation
	ILC and its experiments
	Decay mode independent search
	Search for S + -
	Search for S b 
	Conclusions

