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Creation of CERN

1954 after WW II as first political project to restore1954, after WW II as first political project to restore 
peaceful collaboration between European States
prevent brain drain to USprevent brain drain to US
created by 12 European States, today 20 Member States 
(MS), headquarters: Geneva( ), q
first site in Switzerland (CH), extension into France (FR) 
as from 1965

Today 112 ha in CH, 490 ha in FR

by virtue of an intergovernmental treaty (Convention), in 
application of international public law
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CERN Member States today
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Aerial view of CERN
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Mission of CERN 

defined in Convention of 1954 revised 1971defined in Convention of 1954, revised 1971
foster fundamental research in HEP, no military 
implications; results made openly availableimplications; results made openly available
two main activities:

construction and maintenance of research facilities (accelerators) ( )
at the disposal of the scientific community
foster international collaboration amongst scientists in- and 
outside the laboratoryoutside the laboratory

CERN to a large extent a scientific service facility 
in addition: coordination of the HEP policy in Europein addition: coordination of the HEP policy in Europe, 
newly defined role and working structure of Council 
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CERN personnel

Two main categories relating to the two mainTwo main categories relating to the two main 
activities:

staff employed by CERN mostly for construction andstaff employed by CERN, mostly for construction and 
operation of facilities 
hosting of the scientists using the lab for experiments:hosting of the scientists using the lab for experiments: 
associated personnel, employed and paid by home 
institutes; today > 8000; y
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Origin of CERN Users
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Financing of the activities

Construction operation and maintenance ofConstruction, operation and maintenance of 
facilities and infrastructure: CERN budget
h ti f th i tifi CERN b d thosting of the scientific users: CERN budget
Experiments (detectors): financed by the users 
organized in scientific collaborations; members: 
scientific institutes/universities, CERN normally 
also a member
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Budget and financing

Budget 2007: 982 MCHF Austria

B l iBudget 2007: 982 MCHF
Financed by Member 
State contributions,

Belgium

Bulgaria

Czech Republic

Denmark

Finland

FranceState contributions, 
shared according to NNI
Experiments financed by 

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Italy

Netherlandsp y
funding agencies of 
collaborating institutes, 

tl t id CERN

Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Slovak Republic

Spain

mostly outside CERN 
budget (CERN contributes 
20% to LHC detectors)

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

20% to LHC detectors)
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Decision making at CERN

National Governments

COUNCIL ECFA

Scientific
Policy

Committee

Finance
Committee

European Committee
for Future

Accelerators

Director

SPS/PS
Experiments
CommitteeDirector

General
National

Universities,
Laboratories

and Research

Research
Board

Committee

LHC
Experiments
Committee

CSO
LHC

ProjectCFOSG

Scientific,
technical and
administrative

Institutes

Advisory
Committee

f CERN

INTC
Experiments
Committee

CSO Project
Leader

CFOSG

Eva-Maria Gröniger-Voss – September 3, 2007 10

administrative
Departments

of CERN
Users



CERN’s legal status

intergovernmental organization: not a legal entityintergovernmental organization: not a legal entity 
of national law but of public international law
MS have recognized international status ofMS have recognized international status of 
CERN (Host State Agreements with CH and FR, 
Protocol of Privileges and Immunities with the g
other MS)
Aim: guarantee functioning of the Organization g g g
without interference by individual MS, 
independence from national governments and 
authorities
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CERN’s legal status II

possibility for CERN to establish its own internal rulespossibility for CERN to establish its own internal rules 
necessary for its proper functioning. Examples:

CERN’s own labour law rules, to allow the organization to recruit g
personnel of the highest competence from all MS
CERN safety rules: no direct applicability of national procedures, 
but standards of host States respected in practicebut standards of host States respected in practice

financial privileges: individual MS should not derive 
financial advantages from the Organization: goods andfinancial advantages from the Organization: goods and 
services acquired by CERN are tax free; CERN pays 
salaries calculated after tax, no taxes payable in MS
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CERN’s legal status III

immunity from national jurisdiction and execution:immunity from national jurisdiction and execution:
legal disputes not submitted to national courts but to arbitration
no coercive measures by national authorities possible on CERN y p

Free circulation of personnel and material: CERN 
personnel (employed and associated) not subject to 
national immigration and labour permit restrictions; CH 
and FR give necessary papers to all persons participating 
in the CERN activities no restrictions on import of goodsin the CERN activities, no restrictions on import of goods
inviolability of premises: no national authority can access 
the site without approval of the Director-Generalthe site without approval of the Director-General 
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CERN’s legal status IV

Host States facilitate the proper functioning of theHost States facilitate the proper functioning of the 
Organization on their territories: 

CH and FR provide site free of chargeCH and FR provide site free of charge
loans for construction of buildings
access to local infrastructures for the personnel and p
their families: schools, hospitals, 
work permits for spouses

Permanent contacts with Host State 
representatives to prevent or solve legal or 

ti l blpractical problems 
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