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MEXT’s view in regard to the ILC project
Executive Summary

March 7, 2019
Research Promotion Bureau, MEXT

• Following the opinion of the SCJ, MEXT has not yet reached 
declaration for hosting the ILC at this moment. The ILC project 
requires further discussion in formal academic decision making 
processes such as the SCJ Master Plan, where it has to be clarified 
whether the ILC project can gain understanding and support from the 
domestic academic community.

• MEXT will pay close attention to the progress of the discussions at the 
European Strategy for Particle Physics Update.

• The ILC project has certain scientific significance in particle physics 
particularly in the precision measurements of the Higgs boson, and 
also has possibility in the technological advancement and in its effect 
on the local community, although the SCJ pointed out some concerns 
with the ILC project. Therefore, considering the above points, MEXT 
will continue to discuss the ILC project with other governments while 
having an interest in the ILC project.
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• Governmental level Discussion Groups with 
France and Germany have been set up and 
starting. The IWG Report includes technical 
preparation plan. The IWG report is to be used 
for their discussions. 

• Melinda’s talk at LCWS2019 is now available 
from 
      https://agenda.linearcollider.org/event/
8217/contributions/44502/attachments/
35114/54363/Sendai_ILC_draft_remarks-
_final_for_Jim.pdf 
→ The strong support from the US 
government should be widely communicated! 

• Hon. Shionoya’s talk at LCWS2019 is also 
available from 
     https://agenda.linearcollider.org/event/
8217/contributions/44436/attachments/
35112/54360/
LCWS2019_Hon.Shionoya_Ryu_EN.pdf 

• Lyn, Goeff, Masa, and others visited MEXT 
after LCWS2019.
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• Inputs from Japan (JAHEP) to ESG on 
Nov. 6: 
       http://www.jahep.org/files/
ESG_Japan_Nov06_signed.pdf 

• Preparation is on-going for further 
inputs from Japan to ESG on Dec. 13, 
regarding local developments and 
regional efforts. 

• Expert panel for “Strategic 
Environmental Assessment” on 
going. 

• Joint committee with Japan Society 
of Civil Engineers for CFS review on 
going. 

• Study group for “Economic Ripple 
Effects” set up and working.  

• ILCSupporters rebooted. More 
outreach events in the pipeline.

Science Agora 2019 
Nov. 16-17, Tokyo

KEK Booth Iwate Booth

Hitoshi lecturing to ~200 people 

http://www.jahep.org/files/ESG_Japan_Nov06_signed.pdf
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A letter from JAHEP to ES Group
To: European Strategy Group

I am writing as Chair of High Energy Physics Committee (HEPC), which represents Japan Association 
of High Energy Physicists (JAHEP) -- the Japanese HEP community, to communicate our thoughts 
regarding the recent note prepared by the Strategy Update Secretariat, “Towards an update of the 
European Strategy for Particle Physics” (CERN/ESG/05b). The following points summarize our 
discussion at a recent HEPC meeting.

• The European Strategy is critically important for the future developments of worldwide high energy 

physics beyond Europe.

• We sincerely appreciate that ILC was highly regarded as one of the important future projects in the 

previous European Strategy Update in 2013. The strong support for ILC by the European community 
expressed in the Strategy Update 2013 built the firm basis for the following developments of the 
project and serious supports by various sectors in Japan including the government.


• We fully agree that a Higgs Factory is the most important next large-scale particle physics facility. 
ILC is the most advanced candidate to the best of our knowledge.


• We therefore would like to ask for the European community’s continuing support for ILC. We are 
committed to further strengthening our efforts and activities in Japan towards its realization.


• We also consider it crucial to start preparations for a next-generation hadron collider beyond LHC. 
The Japanese community intends to contribute to important R&D such as those for superconducting 
magnets.


• Global cooperation is essential. The Japanese community wishes to continue exploring the future of 
particle physics together with our friends in Europe and other regions with a global vision.


Toshinori MORI Chair, 

High Energy Physics Committee ICEPP, 


The University of Tokyohttp://www.jahep.org/files/ESG_Japan_Nov06_signed.pdf
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Master Plan to be 
published in Jan. 2020

ESU in Feb. 2020, to 
be approved by CERN 
Council in May 2020

IWG report in Oct. 2019  
 G-J. F-J Discussion 
Groups, Strong support 
from US.

MEXT will come to the next LCB meeting on February 20 at SLAC, 
and update the statement there. 


