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ILC Communications –
The Year Ahead

Elizabeth Clements
ILC-Americas
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What a year!

Snowmass, August 2005

Vancouver, July 2006
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Looking back…

Launched ILC NewsLine on 18 August 2005
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Also at Snowmass…

Launched www.linearcollider.org
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Graphic Standards
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Hot off the press!

New York Times New Scientist
Nature Chicago Tribune
Science Magazine Daily Herald
Economist Kane County Chronicle
Coming Soon: Scientific American (2007)

Verlyn Klinkenborg
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Frequent Flyer Miles
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One year later…

A truly global communications team
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Now the real campaign begins…
Jan July Dec 2006

Freeze Configuration
Organize for RDR

Bangalore

Review 
Design/Cost 
Methodology

Review Initial
Design / Cost Review Final

Design / Cost
RDR Document

Design and Costing Preliminary
RDR

Released

Frascati Vancouver Valencia
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Strategic Communications Plan

• Drafted a strategic 
communications plan 
for the ILC at VLCW06

• Jointly written by the 
four communicators

“Strengthen the ILC collaboration as an 
international endeavour by speaking in one 
voice and uniting the scientific community.”
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“Glossy” ILC Report
• Translate the RDR and DCR into an exciting 

and enticing story for governments, funding 
agencies and policy-makers

• Lead with science!
• First Step: Appoint a board with chair, ILC 

communicators and representation from all 
regions and detector/machine communities

• Solicit feedback from our “customers” and 
produce a glossy report (25-35 pages?) 

• Publish report in early 2007, coordinated 
with the preparation and release of the RDR 
and DCR

• Produce exhibit and report web site too
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RDR/DCR Launch
• Serve as editors for the executive summaries 

in the Reference Design Report and Detector 
Concept Report

• Develop press strategy for costing 
announcement

• Issue press release and hold press 
conference when RDR/DCR is launched (?)

• Celebrate milestone with RDR-DCR Fest(?)
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ILC Brochure
• Produce a general-

purpose brochure that 
explains the science and 
technology behind the 
ILC

• Gathered feedback at 
VLCW06

• Go to press this fall
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Web site content
• Create “What is it?” and 

“Why?” section
• Update ILC glossary
• Develop “Ask an 

Expert” section
• Enhance “For the 

Press” and “For 
Educators” pages

• Expand image bank 
with new photos, 
graphics and 
animations
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ILC NewsLine

1,445 subscribers 
as of last week

Now available in 
Japanese!

Time to take NewsLine to the next level….
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NewsLine Survey
• Used Survey Monkey, a free online tool
• Conducted survey over a 4-week period, 

starting on 25 April
• Sent out two email reminders and 

included periodic announcements in 
NewsLine

• 32% response rate (404 out of 1274 
subscribers)

• Approximately 50% of the GDE responded
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How often do you read NewsLine?

93% of the respondents read 
NewsLine every week or every 
other week
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What do people read?

• 63% read the Director’s Corner frequently 
• 86% feel that the Director’s Corner keeps them 

informed about the most important issues for the 
ILC

• 55% read the feature stories frequently 
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Content Suggestions
• More physics! More physics! More physics!
• More technology!
• More stories about opportunities for industry!
• More stories about graduate students and 

postdocs!
• More communication tips!
• Less profiles!
• Less fluff, more details and more reality!
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Animations and Graphics

• Collect and develop animations and 
graphics to illustrate the machine, 
detectors and physics case for the ILC 

• To be used in talks, Web pages, reports 
and exhibitions
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InterAction Collaboration
• ILC Communicators recently joined 

the InterAction Collaboration
• Attended meeting at CERN in March 
• Held dedicated ILC Communications 

meeting at KEK in May 
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ILC Press Release Policy
• Significant milestones for the design of the 

machine and detectors quickly approaching
• Need a set of guidelines for ILC press 

releases for the immediate future and beyond
– What warrants a press release?
– What is the approval process?  

• Hold press release workshop at the 
InterAction Collaboration meeting in October 
at DESY
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Communications Power!

• From now on, we will 
provide official ILC power 
strips and adaptors at 
workshops

• Create a “Communicators’
Lounge” at ILC meetings 
where people can drink 
coffee, relax, and talk to 
their communicators
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Show me the money!

• GDE Common Fund can 
support certain activities 
(ie. power strips and 
coffee breaks)

• Other communications 
activities (reports, graphics, exhibits) will 
require assistance from other sources 
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symmetry magazine
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Communications Workshop
• Hosted by the LCSGA Communications 

Committee at VLCW06
• Facilitated by SLAC’s Frank Topper
• Approximately 40 participants
• Key Message: Science First!
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ILC Visitors’ Facilities
• Never too early to start 

thinking about visitors’
facilities for the ILC

• How can we give our 
visitors as real an 
experience as possible?

• Met with Conventional 
Facilities Group leaders 
at VLCW06

• Next: Talk to the GDE Executive Committee
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Fermilab ILC Community Task Force

• Held first meeting to form a 
Fermilab ILC Community Task 
Force on 25 July

• The proposed Task Force will 
provide advice and guidance to 
Fermilab to ensure that 
community concerns and ideas 
are included in all public aspects of ILC design

• Need broad-based representation from all local 
communities that would be affected by the ILC

• Next steps: With your help identify individuals to be 
invited to the Task Force and hold first meeting this 
fall
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Fermilab Envoy Program
• Choose a group of 

Fermilab employees 
to establish 
connections with the 
local community

• Start with local 
officials (mayors, 
board members) and 
then branch out to 
other community 
members (your local 
golf partner?)
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Upcoming Community Events
6-8 October - Scarecrow Festival 

(How about making an ILC 
scarecrow this year?)

7 October – Argonne Open House
(Fermilab will develop a booth 
about the ILC)

14 October – Celebrating 
Naperville’s Vision

(Fermilab will have a booth 
about the ILC in a Technologies of the Future 
display)
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It’s going to be a busy year…
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And the Fab Four is ready!
It’s Communicators, ILC Communicators


